
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 26TH 
FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.30 PM AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY 
PLAYING FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS., N. FERRIS, M. ACKLAND, J. SMITH, A. WOOD, S. ELDEN-

LEE. 
 
Parish Cllr apologies - A. GEORGE, S. GOLDBERG, M. FORD. 
Apologies for absence received from District Councillor’s Cunningham and Butland. 
 
1812/25  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None. 
 
1813/25  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
3 members of the public present District Cllr F. Ricci and County Councillor R. Playle and a 
representative from Freedom.  Cllr Playle give apologies for arriving late.  
 
1814/25  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Ricci reported that Braintree District Council’s budget has been approved and set, the 
consultation on Waste Services closes on the 2nd March.  Report from Cllr Playle he updated on 
what stage the devolution process is it, soon to seen as a draft proposal. The Essex County 
Council budget has been approved and set.  The pot hole scheme remains open and the locality 
funding is still available.  Between the 11 – 13th March UKPN are working in The Street, White 
Notley so this road will be closed. 
 
1815/25  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 22ND JANUARY 2025. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Ackland  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1816/25  CLERKS REPORT & SIX MONTHLY CLERKS REPORT.   
It was agreed that anything that is 7 years or older or any closed items on the 6th monthly report 
to be removed.  Cllr Playle to speak with the Local Highways Panel regarding chasing up the 
pedestrian survey to be carried out for the possibility of the footpath into the playing field. 
 
1817/25  PLAYING FIELD –   
a)  UK Power Network update:-  On visiting the playing field this morning the Caretaker advised 
the Clerk that 2 gate posts a fence and a gate, have  all been damaged and two holes have 
appeared in the car park all since the recent Freedom works have been carried out.  Electricity 
supply was used from the changing rooms to view the blockage with a camera and the Freedom 
staff did not contact the Caretaker as instructed when they had finished with the electricity 
supply and left the changing room door unlocked.  List of issues to be sent to Adrian from 
Freedom whom advised will all be rectified within the next 2 weeks. He was also advised of the 
number of verges, hedges that have also been damaged during the course of the works, again 
he advised that this will all be put right before they leave. 
 
1818/25  ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING DATE UPDATE.  
After a brief discussion. It was decided for this year it will be on the same night as the monthly  
Parish Council meeting 23rd April 7pm then next year promote and make a bigger event once  
Again, agreeing a date and venue in the autumn. 
 



1819/25  RTA CHURCH ROAD ON THE 30TH DECEMBER, PARISH STREET  
LIGHT WAS DAMAGED BEYOND ECONOMICAL REPAIR AND HAS BEEN  
DISPOSED OFF. 
The Clerk is currently liaising with the insurance company but it appears we have no  
Video/photo footage or any witnesses to this RTA.  The Clerk to pass on the incident  
number that we have from the Police.  We have a quote for replacement but we are  
still waiting for a quote for reconnection from UKPN. 
 
1820/25  BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL – WASTE SERVICES REVIEW CONSULTATION  
closes 2nd March 2025. 
No comment as a Parish Council it was suggested that individuals comment themselves. 
 
1821/25   CORRESPONDENCE. 
*  The National Allotment Society membership is up for renewal £84.   It was agreed not to  
re-new this membership.  
* Letter from Office of the Traffic Commissioner – Regarding Braintree Logistics Ltd the 
following condition put in place – Vehicles authorized under this licence will enter and leave the 
operating centre in forward gear only and will exit the operating centre by a right hand turn and 
return from the same direction.  Undertakings   Firstly The operator must maintain the signage 
placed on the left side of the operating centre (as you exit the site) instructing all vehicles, 
including visiting vehicles to turn right when exiting the site (away from Black Notley village) and 
to enter from the left.  Secondly The operator must maintain the convex mirror placed across 
from the operating  centre to assist in visibility of vehicles travelling west.  Thirdly The operator 
must maintain the fencing built along half of the Eastern boundary of the site and buttressing 
current stand of bushes/hedges/fencing so as to reduce the view of parked HGV’s at the 
operating centre.
* Email had been received from a resident reference a previous planning application regarding 
parking base material, the Clerk to advise the resident to contact the Planning Department at 
Braintree District Council as this is a planning matter.  
 
1822/25  UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEE’S – a) Communications update:-  Update on the 
Website and WCAG2.2 AA re-development. Email with several questions received from 
Macintosh Electronics, firstly it was agreed to leave the ‘visual’ of the webpage the same.  To 
keep facebook posting the same until the Clerk is trained and update the website.  The Clerk to 
go back to them and question the price quoted of £170 is this monthly or annually for 
tablepress/accessibility plugin. 

b) Discussion on the consideration to continue to contribute to the printing of a colour magazine. 
It was suggested we continue to contribute to the magazine, its looking much better being in 
colour, review again in 6 months.  .gov emails to be set up, Communication committee to 
arrange a meeting. 

Proposed - Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Smith   Vote - Unanimous 
 
c) Update from Greens Committee: – Circulation of ‘draft’ proposed Tree Policy. 
Policy had been circulated, one amendment for trees to be inspection every 3 years.  
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Smith Vote – Unanimous 
 
1823/25  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign. 
 
1824/25  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 
 



D/D SSE (street light supply)  £78.31 
D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply)  £68.22  
D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £40.00  
D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £71.66 

  
D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £39.54 
D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £9.72 
D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) £92.40 
   
B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 

payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2,644.34   PAYE total £188.19 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 
 

£2868.53 
 

 

B/Trans Flag Consultancy Company (flagpole inspection and 3 
flags) 

£785.17 

300050 Jacky Smith (B & W Times from April 24 to January 
2025) 

52.80 

B/Trans Parochial Church Council (Feb contribution to 
newsletter) 

£70.00 

B/Trans Macintosh Electronics Ltd (web site hosting) £72.00 
B/Trans Braintree District Council (empty of dog waste bins 

Feb – May 25) 
£46.98 

 TOTAL £4,295.33 
 
£7,350 received from UKPN on the 18th February 2025. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Ackland  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1825/25  PLANNING.  
Braintree District Local Plan Review 2041 Update - Issues and Options Consultation Now 
Live until 07 March 2025.  Cllr Smith attended the consultation response yet to be made and will 
be circulated.  
Draft Essex Air Quality Strategy - consultation closes Sunday 2nd March 2025.  No comment 
to be made on this. 
24/02717/OUT Outline planning application with all matters reserved, except layout and scale 
for demolition of Existing Dwelling and Construction of no.3 Dwellings.  Little Meadows 253 
London Road, Black Notley, Essex, CM77 8QQ.  The Parish Council strongly object to this 
application.  The Plan for 3 Detached 4 bedroom houses is forward of the footprint of the 
existing bungalow Little Meadows and of the Building Line of London Road.  It is Over 
Development of the site and does’nt match the street-scene of large well-spaced detached 
houses. It will therefore cause loss of amenity and privacy to neighbouring residents.  There is 
no allowance for visitor parking on site or visitor parking elsewhere as London Road is a through 
route.  Highways and the Fire Service have objected to the access as shown on the plan.  
Therefore although Black Notley Parish Council do not object to the replacement of Little 
Meadows, this plan for a replacement is totally unsuitable. 
Chelmsford City Local Plan – Consultation already circulated and responded to. 
  
1826/25  UPDATE ON THE VE DAY CELEBRATIONS – Cllr Ford.    
Cllr Ford was absent this evening he had previously circulated an update on how the event was 
 going to be run and what needed to be done.  It was agreed to ask Cllr Ford to find some  
costing of wine glasses and bring back to next month’s meeting.  



1827/25  BRITISH REGIONAL TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION (BRTA) calls for extension of the 
rail link to Stansted to arc across to reunite east and west Essex as one east-west rail link with 
Braintree and Colchester.  Communications circulated.   

1828/25  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 26TH MARCH 2025. 
 
Meeting closed 9 pm 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………

 
 
 
 


