
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 22ND 
JANUARY 2025 AT 7.30 PM AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY 
PLAYING FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS. M. FORD, N. FERRIS, M. ACKLAND, J. SMITH. 
 
Parish Cllr apologies - S. ELDEN-LEE, A. GEORGE, S. GOLDBERG, A. WOOD. 
 
Apologies for absence received from District Councillor’s Ricci and Butland. 
 
1795/25  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None. 
 
1796/25  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME.  
6 members of the public, to include 1 gentleman from Freedom, Mark Redgwell Street Works 
Manager from Essex County Council, 1 gentleman from UKPN, District Cllr Cunningham and 
County Cllr Playle. 
Discussions had on Bakers Lane, road closure and the safety procedures to be followed. 
Bakers Lane needs to be closed again to repair the remedial works that remain outstanding at 
this time. Cllr Cunningham to speak to Braintree District Council regarding the planning 
application for the Willows Green Solar Panel Farm application and a 2nd Bakers Lane, road 
closure in 2025.    
UKPN advised that smaller machinery can be used so that it can be done under traffic lights, 
this will take longer than the original 7 – 10 days advised.   A meeting tomorrow between UKPN 
and Highways Cllr Playle and the Parish Council to be kept updated. UKPN to letter drop the 
whole village when dates agreed for the works.   At 8.10 pm 5 members of the public left the 
meeting.  
 
1797/25  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Cunningham gave a brief update regarding the finalizing of the Braintree District Council 
budget and what increases and what costs are to remain the same.  A delay in the Essex 
County Council elections requested to be postponed, to be advised next month if this will 
happen.  Cllr Playle reported that he has no new update on this or the local government reform. 
Pot holes now being addressed please advise if we have any additional areas of concern. 
Local Highways Panel update on the Witham Road speed survey request going through the 
validation process at this time.  Cllr Smith reported that the pipe under the road from Acorns to 
John Ray Cottage has been fractured, it has been repaired with a sleeve but is still blocked.  
 
1798/25  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 11TH DECEMBER 2024. 
Proposed – Cllr Pedder  Seconded – Cllr Ford   Vote – Unanimous 
 
1799/25  CLERKS REPORT.  
Circulated.   
 
1800/25  PLAYING FIELD –   
a) UK Power Network update:- Discussed during public question time. 
Due to the current weather condition’s it has been agreed that the Table Tennis Table base and 
installation takes place in the spring. 
 



1801/25  DECISION ON A BENCH / SEAT LOCATION TO BE AGREED.  
It was agreed to go ahead with this opposite the shops on the green open space in front of  
flower box near the notice board facing Witham Road. 
Cllr - Ford    Seconded – Cllr Ferris  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1802/25  FLAG – Quotation & annual PUWER inspection. 
It was agreed that this is a legal requirement to have done at a cost of £336.31 + VAT and 3 
new flags £348.00 + VAT to be purchased at the same time. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Smith  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1803/25  THE POTENTIAL OPEN SPACE IMPROVEMENTS PLAN (formerly known as the  
Open Space Action Plan). Deadline 31st January 2025.  (Black Notley page 6).  Nothing new to  
add at this time. 
 
1804/25  CORRESPONDENCE. 
* Letter from Office of the Traffic Commissioner regarding Braintree Logistics Ltd. Advising that  
Parish Councils cannot make representations unless they are owners or occupiers of the  
affected land or property in the vicinity of the proposed operating center.  
* The Clerk to go ahead and arrange a meeting for a Friday in March with MP James Cleverley.
 
1805/25  UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEE’S – 

a) Communications update:- i) Update on the Website and WCAG2.2 AA re-development.  The 
backup and transfer is going to take place shortly. 

ii) Suggestion of all Councils having their own use of .gov email addresses. The Clerk advised 
that we are currently paying for 10 emails already.  Suggestion of additional email addresses for 
‘committee’s’ and members of staff.  It was agreed to have .gov addresses for all Councillors.  

b) Update from Greens Committee: – Circulation of ‘draft’ proposed Tree Policy – Cllr Wood. 
Not circulated in Cllr Wood’s absence – agenda February.  
  
1806/25  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign. 
 
1807/25  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 
 
 
D/D SSE (street light supply)  £75.81 
D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply)  £68.22  
D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £40.00  
D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £29.32 

  
D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £40.16 
D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £9.72 
D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) £86.99 
B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 

payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2418.12   PAYE total £179.88 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£2,634.00 
 

 

B/Trans WebIT4U (host charge for December and uploads for 
Dec) 

£54.00 



B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council (Nov, Dec, Jan 
contribution to the colour magazine) 

£210.00 

B/Trans Customised Interiors (tap disabled toilet) £228.00 
 TOTAL £3,476.22 

 
Proposed – Cllr Ackland  Seconded – Cllr Ferris Vote – Unanimous 
 
b) Actual to Budget spending sheet. 
Noted. 
 
c) Youth Bus costings £150 per session. 
It was agreed to put an advert in the parish magazine suggesting this idea.  If it goes ahead the 
money could come from reserves for this.  
 
d) Setting of the Precept - £52,000.  Increase of 1.53%.  It was agreed to set the precept at 
£52,000. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris   Seconded – Cllr Ford  Vote – Unanimous 
 
e) Update on the opening of a new Lloyds Bank savings account. The Clerk advised that the 
application for a business Bank account had been refused due to a credit check failure on the 
application form.  She was advised by the on-line business banking department to go back to 
the local branch to see if the account could be changed to a ‘online’ bank account. 
 
1808/25  PLANNING.  
24/02354/VAR 231 Witham Road, Black Notley, Essex, CM77 8NQ.  Variation of Condition 2 
(Approved Plans) Condition 3( Material Samples) Condition 5 (Means of Enclosure) & Condition 
6 (EV Charging Details) of approved application 22/000839/FUL granted 10.06.2022 for: 
Erection of 1 x 3 bedroom two-storey detached dwellinghouse. The variation of Condition 2 
(Approved Plans) to allow re-configuration of plot The variation of Condition 3 to approve the 
materials The variation of condition 5 to allow the means of enclosure details The variation of 
condition 6 to allow the electric vehicle charging details. The Parish Council has no objection to 
this 3 bedroom Chalet Style House of pleasant design on this site providing it does not impact 
on the required parking facilities required. 
24/02494/HH  Holly House, Dewlands, Black Notley, CM77 8LW. Proposed two storey side & 
single storey front extension. Insertion of 2 No. rear dormers & 1 No. rear roof light & 3 No. front 
roof lights to enable loft conversion.  The Parish Council do not object to the extension on this 
site, however the Parish Council has reservations as to the design of the dormers which reach 
to the top of the pitch of the roof which could give a dominating appearance to the rear and side 
of the house. 
23/02613/FUL  Proposed installation of a ground mounted solar photovoltaic ('PV') development 
of up to 24.9 Megawatts (MW), with associated infrastructure and landscaping on land to the 
west of Lanhams, Lanham Farm Road, Cressing, Essex.  Land To The West Of Lanhams 
Lanham Farm, Road, Cressing, Essex. The Parish Council endorses our previous comments on 
this planning application and agrees with Cressing Parish Council that while we do not object to 
Solar Panels in principle they should be sited on brown field sites, Industrial areas, on the roofs 
of New Build Homes, and on Poor Quality Agricultural Land Only.  They should not be sited on 
good quality agricultural land which should be used to feed this countries growing population.  
24/02606/FUL  Proposed erection of 3 No. detached dormer bungalows & 1 No. detached 
bungalow with associated new access (Revised scheme)|Land Adjoining Tennis Courts, 
Ludham Hall Lane, Black Notley, Essex.  The Parish Council Object to this Plan.  The Parish 
Council endorse our previous response for Application 24/00748/FUL for this site which was 
passed by BDC quote BNPC have no objection to 4x3 Bed bungalows on this site.  This area is 
included in BLAN114 for development in the LDP.  Bungalows are a much needed design for 



downsizers and this plan fits the street-scene of mixed design of housing unquote. This new 
application for 3x4 bed Chalets and 1 Bungalow will dominate the street-scene of this narrow 
lane and cause loss of amenity to existing residents..  The new plans are very much more 
substantial and will take away the open aspect of the lane that the smaller 3 Bed Bungalows 
would have retained.  The original plan passed as 24/00748/FUL is more acceptable and will fill 
a local need. 
Review of adopted Chelmsford Local Plan - Publication of Pre-Submission Local Plan, Pre-
Submission Integrated Impact Assessment and Draft Planning Obligations SPD 2025. This 
information was received by the Parish Council on 8th January and was presented to 
Chelmsford Board on 16th January.  The formal consultation on Chelmsford Local Plan will start 
in February 2025 and will run for 6 weeks until March 2025. This is a working progress for the 
Parish Council who have commented on this Plan throughout its various stages. 
 
24/02593/TPO – TPO - 230 Witham Road, Black Notley, Essex.  Yet to be visited.  
 
1809/25  PLANNING OF THE 2025 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING. 
Cllr Ford advised that the VE Day Celebration plans are taking shape things are in place.   
Cllr Ford suggested that this year we use the BNCA Hall 1st week of April.  Cllr Ford to speak to  
the Chairman of the BNCA as soon as possible.  Agenda item February.  
 
1810/25  CIRCULATION OF GRASS CUTTING QUOTE FOR THE JOHN RAY MILLENNIUM 
GREEN.  It was agreed to go with JPB Landscapes at a cost of £1,339.00 + VAT for 3 cuts per  
year. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Smith  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1811/25  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 26TH FEBRUARY 2025  
 
Meeting closed 9.15   pm 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………

 
 
 
 


