
 

 

BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Biodiversity Policy (January 2025) 

Background: 

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, there is a duty on public 

authorities in England, including Town and Parish Councils to have regard to conserving 

biodiversity as part of their policy or decision making. This was further strengthened by the 

Environment Act2021, so public authorities must now consider what they can do to conserve 

and enhance biodiversity in England. This means the public authority must; 

• Consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 

• Agree policies and specific objectives based on their consideration. 

• Act to deliver those policies, and aim to achieve agreed set objectives. 

Black Notley Parish Council Responsibilities: 

The Parish Council owns a number of open areas of land around the Village including; 

• The John Ray Millennium Green 

• Cokers Peace Community Orchard 

• Village Park/Playing Field 

Aims and Objectives: 

The object of this policy is to work towards enhancing and protecting the biodiversity of 

our Parish wherever possible. 

The Parish Council will consider sustainability, environmental impact and biodiversity 

when making decisions and will develop and implement policies and strategies as required. 

 

In particular, Black Notley Parish Council will aim to improve the biodiversity in the 

Parish in the following ways; 

• Consider the potential impact on biodiversity represented by planning applications. 

• The council, when commenting on planning applications, will support site and building 

design that benefits biodiversity through the conservation and integration of existing 

habitats, or by the provision of new habitats. 

• It will consider what each proposed development might make in terms of biodiversity net 

gain. 



• Manage its land and property using environmentally friendly practices that will actively 

promote biodiversity. 

• The council will consider the conservation and promotion of local biodiversity with regard 

the management of its open spaces. This will include adopting beneficial practices with 

regarding to cutting and removal of vegetation, the application of chemicals, and the timing 

of maintenance works. 

• Special care will be taken in the specification of ground maintenance contracts to ensure 

that the work, whilst reaching acceptable standards, does not harm the natural environment, 

and best endeavors will be made to prevent/reduce the use of pesticides and herbicides used 

on Parish Council owned land wherever possible. 

• Support local businesses, residents and local organisations in the adoption of low impact 

practices to enhance and promote biodiversity. 

• The council will raise public awareness of biodiversity issues through its inclusion on its 

website and through any newsletters issued. 

• The council will engage with local businesses, residents and organisations regarding 

biodiversity in the community, and how members of the community can assist and make a 

difference. 

• It will, wherever feasible, involve the community in biodiversity projects on its land 

including for example, Tree planting, wildflower meadows, birdbox making etc. 

Action Plan: 

The following biodiversity actions are currently planned for 2025, with progress reported 

and monitored each month at the Parish Council meetings, and the Greens Committee 

meetings: 

• Cokers Place Community Orchard 

o As a result of a successful grant application, the Parish will be planting a mix 

of 13 Fruit Trees in March 2025, along with a number of Bat & Bee boxes. 

• John Ray Millennium Green 

o Grass cutting programme to be reviewed and agreed for 2025 including 

numbers of “cut and collect” and “cut and drop”. 

 

Reviews: 

Black Notley Parish Council agree to review its biodiversity policy each year, together with 

a summary of how the policy has been implemented in the previous twelve months. 

It will look to set out new objectives each year to continue to advance its biodiversity 

within the Parish. 

 

Next Review: January 2026 


