
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 23RD APRIL 
2025 AT 8 PM AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY PLAYING 
FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER. 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS. N. FERRIS, M. ACKLAND, J. SMITH, A. GEORGE, M. FORD,  
 A. WOOD, S. ELDEN-LEE, S. GOLDBERG. 
 
Parish Councilor apologies – None. 
Apologies for absence were also received from Mr James Cleverly MP, District Cllr’s F. Ricci 
and T. Cunningham.  Cllr Playle arrived at 8.15pm. 
 
1848/25  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
Cllr Wood declared a Pecuniary interest no. 9 correspondence EALC & NALC annual 
subscription renewal.  Cllr Pedder declared a Personal interest in item no. 12 Finance.  Cllr 
Smith declared a Personal interest in item no.13 Planning application number 25/00384/VAR. 
 
1849/25  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
2 members of the public present including County Cllr Playle. 
 
1850/25  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Playle arrived 8.15pm.  He gave a Devolution update on the interim report.  London Road 
Crossing update consideration. The LHP to investigate/consider update from zebra to pelican or 
what are the alternative options available. LHP are public meetings if people would like to 
attend. He reported that no progressing  at this time, on the request for survey for footpath 
outside the playing field.  Concerns of outstanding RTA signs not getting replaced / repaired 
how long does it take to get signs replaced after accidents, Cllr Playle to look into this. Currently 
a survey is available to take part in regarding what people think of the Digigo service.  
 
1851/25  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 26TH MARCH 2025. 
Proposed – Cllr Smith  Seconded – Cllr George Vote - Unanimous 
 
1852/25  CLERKS REPORT.   
Cllr Ackland asked for an update on a couple of items which were discussed with Cllr Playle.  
 
1853/25  PLAYING FIELD –   
a)  UK Power Network update:-    It had been reported at the February meeting that the metal 
entrance gate had been hit by a Freedom vehicle.  We had been advised by Freedom that they 
would rectify this by ‘heating’ up the gate and move it back into place.  It has been pushed with 
the digger bucket only and now cracks in the ground have been reported. The Clerk to email 
Adrian at Freedom and ask for this to be rectified as soon as possible. The clerk confirmed that 
the concrete table tennis table base has been laid and the table tennis table will be installed on 
the 21st May. 
 
b) Letter from Essex County Council regarding the cutting back of the Lime trees on the 
roadside.  One quote has been circulated. Clerk to chase 2nd quote asking for a reply in writing if 
possible and quote please by end of week.  if not a reasonable quote already received from 
Treecology. 
 Proposed – Cllr Wood Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 



 
Cllr Goldberg left the meeting at 8.30 pm. 
 
1854/25  SUGGESTION OF A NOTICE BOARD TO GO INTO THE BUS SHELTER’S. 
After a brief discussion it was agreed not to go ahead with this but to put a Newsletter box into  
the London Road bus shelter instead.  
 
1855/25  EMAIL FROM THE INSURANCE COMPANY REF STREET LIGHT / CHURCH ROAD. 
Confirmation had been received that the Insurance company will pay out for the repair, the Clerk 
to go ahead and arrange this. 
 
Cllr Elden-Lee left the meeting at 8.50 pm. 
  
1856/25  CORRESPONDENCE. 
*  EALC & NALC affiliation fees - £635.83.  Cllr Wood left the meeting while this was voted on, it  
was agreed to go ahead with this.  
Proposed – Cllr Smith  Seconded – Cllr George Vote - Unanimous 
*  Renewal of the Membership of the Rural Community Council of Essex is due £70 + VAT. It 
was agreed to go ahead with this. 
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Smith Vote - Unanimous 

*  Essex Village of the Year and the Rural Community Awards – entrance by 2nd June. 

It was agreed not to enter this year and enter again next year. 
*  Friends of Historic Essex membership is due for re-newel - £12.00.  It was agreed to renew. 
Proposed – Cllr Ford  Seconded – Cllr Ackland Vote - Unanimous 
 
1857/25  UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEE’S – 

a) Communications update:-  Update on the Website and WCAG2.2 AA re-development.  
Discussed earlier in the Annual Assembly meeting.  Email addresses to be arranged for Cllr’s.  

Cllr Ford gave a brief update on the VE Day celebrations, the first rehearsal last night 30 people 
attended, other VE day arrangements are all in hand, leaflets to be delivered this weekend.  

b) Greens Space committee meeting update from the 7th April. 
Brief report from Cllr Wood.  Notes from recent meeting to be circulated to all Councillors.  
 
1858/25  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign. 
 
1859/25  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 

D/D SSE (street light supply)  £70.76 

D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply)  £68.22  

D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £59.81  

D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £17.35  

D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £39.54 

D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £10.33 

D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) £104.04 

   

B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 
payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2,388.09 PAYE total £337.43 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£,2761.52 
 

 

B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council (newsletter)         £70.00 



B/Trans KempCo (Printing of VE celebration flyer) £49.00 

B/Trans Essex Playing field Association annual membership 
£30 and entrance to competition £10. 

£40.00 

B/Trans CF Security (CCTV service and clean) £120.00 

B/Trans Anglia Fire Protection (annual service) £131.52 

B/Trans Braintree District Council (Pest control Contract) £786.00 

B/Trans Susan Pedder (wine glasses) £40.50 

B/Trans NALC (parks and open spaces online training course 
SP) 

£42.00 

 TOTAL £4,410.59 

 
From the John Ray Millennium Green account annual insurance payment to Zurich Insurance 
£426.20. Cheque number 000145. 
Proposed – Cllr Ackland Seconded – Cllr George Vote - Unanimous 
 
b) Circulation of the actual to Budget accounts.  Circulated earlier this evening at the Annual 
Assembly meeting.  The Clerk reported that last week she had seen the Internal Auditor who 
had raised the fact that whilst reading the minutes she could only see one quotation for the 
Table Tennis Table.  Cllr Ferris found another quote that had been circulated previously by Cllr 
Simmon in November 2023.  This idea has been going on for a long time and its not a common 
item to be able to find several companies that supply Table Tennis Tables.  
 
1860/25  PLANNING.  
25/00544/VAR| Variation of Conditions 2 of (Approved plans) and 3 (Surfaces) of approved 
application 21/02873/FUL granted on 22.12.2021 for the Creation of driveway to access 9 & 10 
John Ray Gardens. Variation would allow tarmac to be used.  9 & 10 John Ray Gardens Black 
Notley, Essex, CM77 8NE. Reason to ensure that the development does not prejudice the 
appearance of the locality.  The Parish Council is unaware if a schedule of materials etc 
required by BDC included the use of grass crete or similar, but the materials actually used for 
this has clearly not been adequate for the task. We are aware of many car parks where an 
alternative to tarmac has been successfully used (eg Skyline Braintree and car park on Maldon 
promenade park,  also Sudspave 40permeable pavers). The Parish Council does not have the 
technical knowhow to recommend which alternative should be used, but  would prefer to see a 
more suitable permeable used to meet condition 3 of the original planning permission. Advice 
would need to be taken on which option would be suitable. 
25/00384/VAR Variation of Condition 2 of (Approved plans) of approved application 
23/01758/FUL granted 12.09.23 for: 1 x 4 bedroom two-storey detached dwellinghouse. 
Variation would allow:- Additional two storey side extension, reconfiguration of first floor and 

repositioning of chimney.  Land Adjacent, The Cottage, Bakers Lane, Black Notley, Essex. No 
further comment was made on this variation. 
 
1861/25  UPDATE ON THE REQUEST FOR PUSH BUTTON CROSSING ON LONDON RD.  
Discussed previously under Cllr’s Reports with County Councilor Playle.  
 
1862/25  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 28TH MAY 2025 - AGM. 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.18 pm 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE …………………… 
 
 

 


