BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 23RP JULY
2025 AT 7.30PM AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY PLAYING
FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY.

IN THE CHAIR: CLLR. S. PEDDER.

PRESENT: CLLRS. M. ACKLAND, J. SMITH, M. FORD, A. WOOD, N. FERRIS,
Parish Councillor apologies — Clir S. GOLDBERG

In Attendance — Clir T Cunningham (BDC) CliIr R Playle (ECC) had sent apologies

1896/25 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.
There were no Declarations of Interests

1897/25 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no members of the public present

1898/25 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

Clir Cunningham gave updates on the waste collection changes and Devolution and Local
Government Reorganization. He said that Mayoral elections would be taking place in May 2026
but that there are no candidates yet. A new voting system will be introduced but not until after
2026. On the matter of LGR he said that submissions to government have proposed between
3-5 unitary authorities. It is likely that Braintree would form a new unitary authority with
Colchester and Tendring and possibly other districts and there will be shadow elections in May
2027 and then elections for the unitaries in May 2028.

The Braintree Local Plan is continuing and the A12 decision has caused a potential loss of
development land.

There is Community grant funding available for various types of projects. The news about
Wethersfield is not good. Neighbourhood Plans are being taken forward.

1899/25 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 25™ JUNE 2025
Proposed — Clir M Ford Seconded — ClIr J Smith Vote — Unanimous

1900/25 CLERKS REPORT.
It was noted that the bench at Bedells Avenue has not yet been installed.

8.00pm - Clir S. ELDEN-LEE entered the meeting.

1901/25 PLAYING FIELD
UK Power Network update:- the gate has not been repaired yet but still being chased.

1902/25 AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Clir Wood apologised that she had not been able to bring the paperwork to the meeting and the
matter was deferred.

1903/25 POSSIBILITY OF A LAY-BY TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN FRONT OF DEWLANDS —
ON THE FLAT SECTION.

There was much discussion on the subject and it was proposed that the Council should ask

ECC Highways to look at enforcement regarding parking under the Essex Act. It was also



proposed that the Council should speak to Clir R Playle regarding an investigation into whether
such a construction would be possible. A vote was taken with 4 votes for, 2 against and 1
abstention. The Council will contact Clir R Playle.

1904/25 CORRESPONDENCE.
e Youth Bus — ClIr Ackland spoke on this matter and the Clerk was asked to chase prices
and dates.
o L Karkus - Communication regarding a hornets nest in the dead oak at the field. The
Clerk has responded.

1905/25 UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEES

a) Communications update:- An update on the Website and WCAG2.2 AA re-development was
given. Cllr email addresses must be set up by the end of August, as in September, Macintosh
Electronics is due to have an Audit by the Cabinet Office. Some are set up but others are still to
contact Macintosh Electronics. It was agreed that the Council should have a formal Media
Policy. The Clerk was asked to remind councillors to set up before the end of August.

b) Greens Spaces update. The next meeting is on 4" August 2025. The Clerk has written to the
resident about the tree problems on the John Ray Millennium Green. The contractor’s grass
machinery broke down during the cutting and the Clerk has chased the matter. There was
discussion about the pathway at the top of Buck Hill. The signage at the John Ray Millennium
Green will be discussed at the meeting. It was noted that the bat boxes still need to be
installed.

1906/25 HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES.

* The circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign was noted.

The Speed Data Analysis was noted and it was agreed that Clir M Ackland should continue
collating this. It was agreed that some of the statistics are strange but it was noted that the
speed indicator has recently been re-calibrated. There was a discussion about whether this
information should be shared and it was agreed not to at the current time.

1907/25 FINANCE

a) Finance List.

D/D SSE (street light supply) £78.31
D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply) £68.22
D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £59.81
D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £7.09
D/D BT for Pavilion Office £42.61
D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £10.33
D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months To be confirmed
payment)
B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & £3370.80

Salary payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages
total £2891.89 PAYE total £442.91 & J& M
Payroll £36.00).

B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council £70.00
(newsletter)
Cheque S Pedder (ink cartridge and batteries for Speed £30.49

Watch)




B/Trans Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd (compost, padlock and £64.51
B/Trans t()Zeclarlt(ezborative IT (new laptop) £586.80
B/Trans Andrew Bulle (setting up of laptop) £150.00
TOTAL £4,538.97

Proposed — Clir M Ackland Seconded — Clir N Ferris Vote — Unanimous

b) Earmarked Reserves — to consider the placement of £30,000 into allocated headings
The following were proposed:

- Replacement of Grass cutting equipment - £2000

- Development / upgrade of Green Open Spaces - £4000

- Possible future land to purchase - £12000

- Future village events - £2000

- Replacement and Development of Play Equipment - £10000

Proposed — Clir J Smith Seconded — Clir N Ferris Vote — Unanimous
The Clerk was asked to obtain prices for the grass cutting equipment
c) Circulation of the Actual to Budget spending sheet. This was noted

1908/25 PLANNING

25/01440/TPO — TPO - 36 Hadfield Drive, Black Notley, Essex. ClIr Wood said that due to
illness, she had not been able to comment on this application. ClIr J Smith said that this is a
regular application made by the owners to keep the trees maintained.

Letter from Office of the Traffic Commissioner regarding Braintree Logistics Ltd. The Council’s
comments have not been followed up but there are conditions on the permission about the
turning and the installation of mirrors.

1909/25 SET DATE FOR NEXT YEAR’S ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
It was agreed to try and book Monday 27" April 2026 and the Clerk was asked to speak to
village hall about Jazzercise.

1910/25 CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING FOR A SPEED SURVEY ON LONDON ROAD
There was discussion on this matter and it was agreed to ask for the road markings to be
repainted.

1911/25 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 27™ AUGUST 2025.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.07pm.

CHAIRMAN. ... DATE ...



