
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 10TH 
DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM  AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY 
PLAYING FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER. 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS. M. ACKLAND,  A. WOOD, N. FERRIS, A. GEORGE. 
  
Parish Councilor apologies – CLLR’S  J.SMITH, M. FORD, S. ELDEN-LEE.          
 
County Councillor Playle sent his apologies.  District Councillors, Cunningham and Butland also  
sent their apologies. 
 
1973/25  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None. 
 
1974/25  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
1 member of the public present District Cllr Ricci. 
 
1975/25  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Ricci gave a short update on the Local Government Reform process and advised of a delay 
of election of the mayor to now be in 2028.  Braintree District Council are currently going 
through the setting of the 2026/2027 budget process. 
  
1976/25  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 26TH NOVEMER 2025. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1977/25  PLAYING FIELD –   
a) Hiring of the meeting room, charges and procedures to be put in place.  Cllr Pedder advised 
that the cost of hiring the small room at the Village hall is £15.00 per hour.  After a brief 
discussion it was felt at this time there is no need for another small facility. On hold until the 
Parish Council receive any enquiries to hire our meeting room out. 
 
1978/25  a) CIRCULATION OF A DRAFT CO-OPTION POLICY FOR CONSIDERATION AND  
ADOPTION. 
Apologies from Cllr Wood she advised at this time she has found no suitable policy, agenda  
item for the future. 
 
b) PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY. 
1 gentleman has expressed an interested he is unable to attend December’s meeting but will  
attend January’s.  
 
1979/25  CORRESPONDENCE. 
*    Cllr Ferris had a resident ask him about the overgrown hedge along the path between John 
Ray Gardens to Bedells Avenue, the Clerk to contact Eastlight Housing. 
 
1980/25  UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEE’S –  a) Communications update:-  Nothing new to 
report.  
b) Greens Committee update following meeting on 1st December:-  Notes from meeting 
circulated. 
  



 

 

1981/25  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign and Speed Data Analysis.  Thank you Cllr 
Auckland for creating the speed data analysis report.  Available if residents which to see a copy 
of this document.  
 
1982/25  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 
 

D/D SSE (street light supply Sept & Oct)  £  98.76 

D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply) £68.22  

D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £59.81  

D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £34.17  

D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £42.61 

D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £10.33 

D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) To be 
confirmed 

D/D Wave Water ( Aug to Nove) £79.82 

B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 
payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2,488.63        PAYE total £370.56  & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£2895.19 
 

 

B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council (newsletter)         £70.00   

B/Trans Susan Pedder (batteries for Christmas tree lights)           £6.50 

B/Trans JPB Landscapes Ltd (cutting of Cokers Peace)       £330.00           

B/Trans Ernest Does & Sons Ltd (paint for meeting room)        £14.45 

   

 TOTAL £3,709.86 

 
John Ray Millennium Green account cheque number 000146 - £372.60 payable to JPB 
Landscapes Ltd. 
Proposed – Cllr Feris  Seconded – Cllr Ackland  Vote – Unanimous 
 
b) Circulation of the Precept for discussion. 
The Clerk to email to Councilors the actual to budget spending sheet to see the accounts as 
they stand at this moment in time.  
It was agreed to go with the Writtle Forestry Consultancy quote for carrying out the 3 year 
inspection of the trees in March next year £1,275 + VAT, £425 to be charged to the John Ray 
Millennium Green accounts.  
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
3% has already been applied to staff pay increase. 
The Clerk to ask why the Tax Base level has gone down this year? 
 
c) Circulation of the Grant request letter from ‘BASICS’.  Unfortunately on this occasion the 
Parish Council is unable to grant any money to this organization in this financial year. 
 
d) Consideration to give a grant to the Essex Air Ambulance.  Next month agenda item. 
 

1983/25  RCCE’s RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING TEAM – Housing needs survey. 



 

 

Housing needs survey, help available from RCC with this survey if needed. It was 
agreed that the Parish Council can’t answer this question at the moment because of 
possible future housing developments. 
 
1984/25  PLANNING. 
Review of adopted Chelmsford Local Plan - Publication of Chelmsford Local Plan Focused 
Consultation - Additional Sites (Regulation 19) Document and Integrated Impact Assessment: 
Focused Consultation Additional Sites (Regulation 19) Addendum.  Consultation runs until the 
8th January 2026. The Planning Sub Committee  are still investigating this extensive matter as the 
consultation runs until 8th January.  The Parish Council Planning Sub Committee are still working on 
this consultation. The Parish Council have closely reviewed and responded in the past as the huge 
housing development at Great Leighs will impose pressure on Braintree facilities, shops, Freeport, 
Schools, as the plan is to use Notley High School, and roads with access to the A12 at Witham via 
the villages.   
This planning application number was on last month’s agenda - 25/02257/FUL Stantons Farm, 
Witham Road. The Petting Farm Black Notley.  Retention of Change of Use of the Land to the North 
of Stantons Farmhouse for Mixed Use of Agriculture and Animal Petting Farm.  The Parish Council 
do not object to this retrospective application in its present form as a small Petting Farm for which a 
change of use from Agriculture to Mixed Use is necessary.  However the Parish Council has 
reservations as to the lack of information as to how many animals will be kept on site and what the 
animals are, as at present there are Emu's on site which are not included in the Petting Farm.  It is 
the intention to put permanent facilities on the site but at present there is not Planning Application for 
this.  The Farm exits onto a busy stretch of Witham Road with thick vegetation and a bend causing 
bad visibility.  It is known for speeding traffic and this should be taken into consideration when 
making a decision. 

25/02581/HH  Erection of front porch. 19 Constable Way, Black Notley.  No objection. 
25/02630/TPO  TPO.  17 Mary Ruck Way, Black Notley.  Application yet to be visited. 
 
1985/25  POTENTIAL OPEN SPACE IMPROVEMENTS (POSI) UPDATE. – Response  

by 30th January 2026.  It was agreed to request for a refurbishment of the safety surface  
for the whole play area  and update play equipment  making it more accessible. Items to  
be removed is the orchard and table tennis table projects. 
 
1986/25  CIRCULATION OF A DRAFT ‘IT’ POLICY FOR CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION. 
Policy circulated and agreed. 
Proposed – Cllr Ackland Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 
 
1987/25  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION (LGR) GREATER ESSEX –  
CONSULATION DEADLINE THE 11TH JANUARY 2026. 
3 4 or 5 authorities to be decided upon, it was agreed not to respond to this as a Parish Council  
but can reply as individuals.  
 
1988/25  ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL - applications for the Love Your Bus programme. 
In Cllr Fords absence this evening item to go on the January agenda. 
 
1989/25  REPORT FROM PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING – 7PM THIS EVENING.  
Report 



 

 

The meeting was closed to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
meeting act 1960).  
Cllr Wood advised that the Contractual hours were discussed. It was agreed to make no 
changes at this time.  The personnel committee will look at annualization of hours per staff 
member in the future. 
 
1990/25  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 28TH JANUARY 2026. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55 pm. 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………. 


