
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 25TH 
FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM  AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY 
PLAYING FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER. 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS.  A. WOOD, N. FERRIS, A. GEORGE, J.SMITH, M. FORD,  
 S. HOPPING.  
 
APOLOGIES: CLLR. S. ELDEN-LEE. 
  
District Cllr’s Ricci, Butland and Cunningham sent their apologies for absence.  
 

2009/26  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None. 
 
2010/26  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
1 member of the public present County Cllr Playle.  
 
2011/26  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Cunnigham sent a brief report earlier in the day.  Councillor Playle reported that he has 
escalated the large pot hole in Bulford Lane via the Winter damage program scheme.  He 
advised that he has requested through the LHP scheme for Dewland’s bank to be investigated 
how this area can be improved. He updated us on the Local Government Reorganization 
program. 
 
2012/26  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 28TH JANUARY 2026. 
Proposed – Cllr Ford  Seconded – Cllr Smith Vote – Unanimous 
 
2013/26  CLERKS MONTHLY REPORT & SIX MONTHLY REPORT.   
Circulated.   
 
2014/26  PLAYING FIELD.   
Greens committee site meeting to be rearranged from this Saturday to the 13th April. 
 
2015/26  IDEAS FOR GUEST SPEAKERS FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY  
MEETING. 
Invites to go out 6 weeks before the meeting. KempCo  to do the printing of the leaflets Cllr  
Pedder to arrange this and all to assist in the delivery.  The formal part of the meeting to be led 
by the Chairman.  The same guest list as the previous annual parish assembly meeting.   
 
2016/26  CORRESPONDENCE. 
*  Parish Councillor vacancy, currently being advertised on the notice board to see if a election  
is called by the electorate.   
*  The Clerk reported that she had attended assertion 10 training this week, some changes to  
come about this year on the AGAR form, some of the areas we already comply other areas  
need further action.  A tool called ‘wave’ can be used to check if the website is compatibly the  
Clerk to ask what the cost of WAVE would be to run by Macintosh Electronics.   We do currently  
have a IT policy, agenda item in the future, to update the IT policy.  Document retention policy to  
be created by Cllr Wood.  
 



* Cllr Wood requested a agenda item for next month ‘dispensation regards to Council Wise’ also 
Assertion 10 and new AGAR form agenda item for March.  
 * Cllr Ford advised that he has received a response from Stephensons the bus company 
regarding research for the  ‘Love your bus initiative’  He has asked for costings of putting the 
Saturday service back on.  He has asked the bus company to look at this data and costings.  To 
be added onto the Clerks Report.    
* The Clerk advised that she wishes to attend the Council Wise allotment training in June.
  
2017/26  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign.   
Cllr Smith reported that at the back of Hayes Wood Farm on the John Ray Walk a new bridge 
has now been installed. On Snakey Lane as you join from the hospital estate the footpath sign 
is rotten and is laying on the ground.   The path behind Hayeswood farm needs cutting.  The 
Clerk to contact ECC PROW.   
 
2018/26  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 
 

D/D SSE (street light supply Sept & Oct)  £105.14 

D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply) £68.22  

D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £44.70  

D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £46.68  

D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £42.61 

D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £10.33 

D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) To be 
confirmed 

B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 
payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2521.49   PAYE total £390.59 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£2,948.08 
 

 

B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council (newsletter)         £70.00   

C - 300055 Herts and Essex Air Ambulance (grant)       £250.00 

B/Trans John Ray Millennium Green (grant)    £3,000.00 

B/Trans The Flag Consultancy company (annual inspection)     £415.68 

B/Trans Dunmow Training Ltd t/a CouncilWise (Assertion 10 
Training for the Clerk) 

      £30.00 

B/Trans Braintree District Council (empty of dog bins Feb – 
May 26) 

    £46.98 

B/Trans J & M Payroll (Pension Declaration of Compliance)     £60.00 

 TOTAL £7,138.42 

 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr George Vote – Unanimous 
 
2019/26  PLANNING. 
26/00090/FUL Erection of 1 No. self-build dwelling. Land To The Rear Of 231 Witham Road, 
Black Notley, Essex, CM77 8NQ. Parish Council Object to this the application lies within the 
open countryside, outside the village development envelope, and defined development 
area.  The Plan is Backfill and will present an intrusion and harsh view across the Protected 
Brain Valley.  At a recent BDC Call for Sites to 2041, the Parish Council stated that it did not 
want any further expansion to the village defined development area.  The village lacks facilities, 
no school, intermittent bus service, it has only a convenience store and a hairdresser, therefore 
it is not sustainable without at least one car.  The road system in the area is already 
overburdened and with the huge Site BLAN114 at Hayeswood it will become even busier. 



 

 

This is upheld by BDC.  The Government funding for the A12 and A120 was withdrawn and 
therefore BDC are considering Sites elsewhere in the District for development to fulfil its 
housing obligation. 
 
2020/26  THE JOHN RAY ‘A PERSONAL LIFE’ BOOK.  
A suggestion made is to give away at the annual parish meeting in April.  Proposal from Cllr 
Wood that we now give this book away at any parish events in the future as this book was 
produced over 20 years ago.  It was agreed that this book is no longer for sale to be given away 
free of charge. 
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr George Vote – Unanimous 
 
2021/26  SELLING AND PURCHASING OF THE PARISH MAP. 
The maps are currently with the Church as we gave them to them to sale at the village fete.  
The Clerk to contact Rev Rachel to get all the copies back to have available for purchase at the 
annual parish meeting.  When we find out how many copies remain we can then decide if we 
want to order anymore.   
 
2022/26  QUESTIONS FOR MP JAMES CLEVERLY. 
Some suggested questions had been circulated they were discussed.  We could ask him what 
do you know about us in Black Notley.  Cllr Ford to re-vamp his suggested list of topics to talk to 
James Cleverly about and Cllr Ferris agreed to arrange a power point presentation. The 
Communications committee to arrange a meeting to work on this presentation together.  
Agenda item next month.  
 
2023/26  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 25TH MARCH 2026. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………. 


