
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 28TH 
JANUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM  AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY 
PLAYING FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER. 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS. M. ACKLAND,  A. WOOD, N. FERRIS, A. GEORGE, J.SMITH, 

M. FORD, S. ELDEN-LEE . 
  
No Parish Councilor apologies, however shortly after the meeting started Cllr George left the  
meeting as he felt unwell.    
 
District Councillors, T. Cunningham and G. Butland sent their apologies. 
 
1991/26  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
Cllr Ferris declared a personal interest in item 12 Parish Councillor vacancy. Cllr Wood under 
item 6b Council Wise  declared a DPI (Disclosable Pecuniary Interest).  Cllr Pedder under item 
17 Dewlands Bank declared a personal interest. 
 
1992/26  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
 3 members of the public present, 1 gentleman interested in the Parish Councilor vacancy he 
spoke a little about himself and how long he has lived in the village. Also present District Cllr 
Ricci, and County Councillor Playle.   
 
1993/26  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Cllr Ricci advised that final decision on LGR is in the next couple of weeks, County Council 
elections are going ahead, no increase in council tax from BDC, Grant funding is still available.   
Cllr Playle reminded us that any highways issues please pass onto him.  Update on Essex 
County Council budgeting process 4% increase planned.    
Cllr Ricci and County Cllr Playle then left the meeting.   
 
1994/26  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 10TH DECEMBER 2025. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Ackland  Vote – Unanimous 
 
1995/26  CLERKS REPORT.   
Circulated. 
Cllr Geroge felt unwell and left the meeting. 
 
1996/26  PLAYING FIELD –   
a) Quote for additional camera.  A new CCTV sign is needed advising of recording the reason is 
prevention of crime, the Clerks telephone number needs to be included as well as the reason for 
the CCTV recording.  Site visit to look in daylight more details needed before a decision is 
made.  
 
b) Council Wise – Tree inspection course. Cllr Wood made a Disclosure of pecuniary interest 
and left the meeting room. The course is now fully booked another course to be run in the 
summer.  The Caretaker was asked if he would like to attend, he declined.  It was agreed that 
the Council would take guidance from the Consultancy Company after the 3 yearly inspections.  
  
1997/26  REVIEW OF THE BIODIVERSITY POLICY. 
Update and re-circulate after the Greens committee meeting next week - Cllr Ackland.  



 
1998/26  CORRESPONDENCE. 
*   The RCC of Essex - Essex Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2026–2029. No comment
  
1999/26 HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign and Speed Data Analysis. 
Cllr Ackland advised he will be re-writing the analysis as it is recorded every 4 weeks. 
 
2000/26  FINANCE – a) Finance List. 

D/D SSE (street light supply Sept & Oct)  £108.56 

D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply) £68.22  

D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £59.81  

D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £46.68  

D/D BT for Pavilion Office  £42.61 

D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £10.33 

D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) To be 
confirmed 

B/Trans A to Z Supplies (blue roll and toilet roll for disabled 
toilet) 

£57.58 

B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 
payments to all staff) Breakdown - Wages total 
£2,372.03   PAYE total £300.30 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£2,708.33 
 

 

B/Trans Black Notley Parochial Church Council (newsletter)         £70.00   

B/Trans Macintosh Electronics Domain reg, emails web host)       £140.40 

   

 TOTAL £3,312.52 

Proposed – Cllr Ackland Seconded – Cllr Ferris Vote – Unanimous 
 
b)  Actual to Budget Spending Sheet.  Circulated.  
 
c)  Consideration to give a grant to the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance.  Section 137 payment.  
A proposal to give a grant of £250.00. 
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Elden-Lee Vote – 5 in favor 
        2 against 
d) Setting of the Precept figure. 
There has been an increase in the cost of utilities, sub-contractors, advisory bodies and 
salaries.  Also in December it was identified by the Braintree District Council, Council Tax 
department that 8 properties previously considered to be in Black Notley should actually come 
under White Notley. The transfer of these properties is the reason the Tax Base has decreased.  
This will have a effect on the % increase for Black Notley residents.  We are currently in 
correspondence with Braintree District Council regarding this.   
It was agreed to set the precept at £54,805 = £2,805 increase on last year a 5.4% increase.  
Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Smith Vote – 6 in favor  
        1 Abstained 
2001/26  PLANNING. 
25/02642/FUL  Change of use to 1 no. residential dwelling. Stables Adjacent The Friary 
Nursery, Bakers Lane, Black Notley, Essex. No objection in principle to the change of use of this 
building, however we would make the following observations:  In view of the proximity of the 
building to the road and neighbouring buildings we would not like to see any change to its 
overall footprint and access should be onto the London Road only. 
25/02701/HH Proposed single storey rear extension. 19 Bulford Lane, Black Notley, Essex. No 
objection. 



 

 

 
2002/26  a) CIRCULATION OF A DRAFT CO-OPTION POLICY FOR CONSIDERATION AND  
ADOPTION.  All in favor of this policy then it was adopted. 
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Smith Vote – Unanimous 
 
b) PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY. 
The gentlemen present briefly left the meeting room then it was proposed to co-opt him onto the 
 Parish Council. 
Proposed – Cllr Ford  Seconded – Cllr Ackland Vote – Unanimous 
All in favor  to co-opt.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office signed and Cllr Hopping joined the  
meeting. 
 
2003/26  CIRCULATION OF A DRAFT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE POLICY FOR 
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION.  Policy circulated and briefly discussed.    
Proposed – Cllr Ferris  Seconded – Cllr Elden-Lee Vote – 7 in favor 
Cllr Hopping abstained, due to not seeing the policy as only just joined the meeting a few 
minutes ago. 
 
2004/26  CIRCULATION OF A DRAFT GRANT POLICY FOR CONSIDERATION AND 
ADOPTION.  Circulated and discussed briefly. 
Proposed – Cllr Pedder Seconded – Cllr Ackland  Vote – 7 in favor  
Cllr Hopping abstained as he has not yet seen this policy as he only joined the meeting a few 
minutes ago. 
 
2005/26  CONCERNS RAISED REGARDING TRAFFIC AT THE SERVICE OF 
REMEMBRANCE ON THE 9TH NOVEMBER 2025.  
Martins Law was discussed briefly this has been passed, guidance to be received on how this 
will affect Parish and Town Council indoor and outdoor events. Last years remembrance service 
there was a high level of rudeness of car drivers.  Rev Rachel suggested in an email, that we 
might like to take over the running.  Concerns raised it was agreed the Parish Council do not 
wish to organize this event and do not wish to apply for any road closure’s. 
 
2006/26  ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL - applications for the Love Your Bus programme. 
Cllr Ford advised that he has got no further at this time, if this comes around again possibly try 
again.   
 
2007/26  PARKING ON THE GRASS VERGE IN FRONT OF DEWLANDS BANK. 
The Parish Council have already made a request to go through local highways panel to 
investigate the options open to us to improve this area, this is Essex County Council land. The 
Clerk to report  the concerns via the ECC website the issue’s regarding the parking, driving over 
the footpath the damaging to the grass, mud on the road and the traffic offences being 
committed, it’s a eyesore then add onto the Clerks report.  The Clerk to write an official email of 
complaint to Cllr Playle.   
2008/26  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 25TH FEBRUARY 2026 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………. 


