
BLACK NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY THE 27TH MAY 
2026 AT 7.30PM  AT THE PAVILION MEETING ROOM AT THE BLACK NOTLEY PLAYING 
FIELDS, BLACK NOTLEY. 
 
IN THE CHAIR:          CLLR. S. PEDDER. 
 
PRESENT: CLLRS.  A. WOOD, J.SMITH, M. FORD, S. HOPPING, A. GEORGE. 
 
APOLOGIES: CLLR. N. FERRIS. 
 
2054/26  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR. 
Cllr Smith proposed Cllr Pedder for the position of Chairman, Cllr Pedder was happy to accept 
the position it was  seconded by Cllr Wood. 
Proposed – Cllr Smith  Seconded – Cllr Wood   Vote – Unanimous 
 
Cllr Pedder proposed Cllr Smith for the position of Vice Chairman, Cllr Smith was happy to 
accept Cllr Ford seconded this proposal. 
Proposed – Cllr Pedder Seconded – Cllr Ford   Vote – Unanimous 
 
2055/26  SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE. 
Signed by Cllr Pedder. 
 
2056/26  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 
None. 
 
2057/26  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
4 members of the public present.  District Cllr Cunningham and County Councillor Morris and 2 
residents. The Chairman welcomed County Cllr Morris our new County Councillor.  She also 
congratulated District Cllr Cunningham who is the new Leader of Braintree District Council as of 
tomorrow the 28th May 2026. 
 
2058/26  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 
Brief discussion was had on the position we are at with Local Government Reform.  
The newly elected County Cllr Morris introduced himself and said he will be attending a meeting 
tomorrow at County and he said that highways is the first item on the agenda. 
Cllr Cunningham reported the changes as of tomorrow with Cllr Butland stepping down. He 
spoke about the current roll out of the waste collection service changes that starts next week, 
how this is going to work was discussed at length.  Community funding still available for local 
organizations.  
  
2059/26  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THE 22ND APRIL 2026. 
The minutes of the April meeting were agreed and signed. 
Proposed – Cllr Smith  Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 
2060/26  CLERKS MONTHLY REPORT.    Circulated.  
Cllr Wood said several parish councils have had ‘Love your Bus Initiative’ grants given to them 
in some parts of Essex she has found this out whilst she has been doing her Internal Auditor 
role. We would like the data on the bus service. Cllr Ford has requested this previously with no 
luck from Stephenson’s the bus company.  Information needs to be obtained on numbers and 
usage.  County Cllr Morris to look into this for us and report back.     
 



2061/26  PLAYING FIELD.   
* Potential Open Space Improvements (POSI) – Email from Sarah Burder BDC.  The Clerk to 
report back that quotes are being obtained for signage. The Clerk to check if we have already 
advised that the table tennis table was purchased with money already received from UKPN. 
*Defibrillator battery to be purchased as they have a life of 4 years, a cost for this item is £280 + 
VAT and £10 delivery.  
Proposed – Cllr Pedder Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
The Clerk to find out from the Black Notley Community Association the expiry dates of the 
battery and pads on their defib, so we know when these items need to be ordered and budget 
for them in the future.  
 
2062/26  PARISH COUNCILLLOR – CO-OPTION.   
Vacancy still to be filled.  Cllr Wood reminded the Clerk that there is  the form to be completed  
which is attached to the newly agreed co-option policy.  As long as you are on the elector  
register or lived in the village for one year, you can apply to be a Councillor.   
 
2063/26  CORRESPONDENCE. 
*  Email received relating to HMO at 22 Hospital Field, Black Notley, which has been circulated  
and we have already forwarded it on to PC James Draper.  The Clerk to forward this  
communication to Cllr Cunningham to look into.  
*  Email from a leader of The Squirrels Scouting Group asking if the group can visit the 
Allotments on the 2nd or 16th June. It was agreed by 5 Cllr’s ok, to go into Allotments but one Cllr 
had concerns about allowing this.  
Proposed – Cllr Smith  Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – 5 in favour 
         1 against 
 
2064/26  HIGHWAY / PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ISSUES. 
* Circulation of the ‘data’ from the Speed Sign. 
The Clerk to send the speed data to County Cllr Morris.  
 
2065/26  FINANCE – 
a) CIRCULATION OF FINANCE LIST. 
 

D/D SSE (street light supply)  £67.02 

D/D A & J Lighting Solutions Ltd (street light supply & 
repair) 

£68.22 + 
£96.00 

D/D EDF Energy (Pavilion) £44.70  

D/D British Gas Light Business (Pavilion) £11.24  

D/D BT for Pavilion Office (2 months) £88.96 

D/D BT (for Parish Council mobile phone) £11.08 

D/D Nest (Pensions HW & RG previous months payment) To be 
confirmed 

D/D Wave (water pavilion Feb to May) £81.02 

   

B/Trans J & M Payroll Services Ltd (Salary fee, PAYE & Salary 
payments to all staff) Breakdown – Wages total 
£2,764.80        PAYE total £503.38 & J & M Payroll 
£36.00). 

£3,304.18 
 

 

B/Trans C G Electrical (annual electrical inspection at Pavilion)        
£160.00 

B/Trans Max Ford (refreshments for AA meeting)      £46.20 

B/Trans Rural Community Council of Essex (subscription)      £85.80 

B/Trans Clear Councils (annual insurance re-newel)    £1,010.96 



 

 

B/Trans PG Bones (annual service of boiler and Landlords gas 
check) 

    £153.60 

B/Trans PCC (contribution to the May Newsletter)       £70.00 

B/Trans Braintree district Council (pest control contract)     £846.60 

B/Trans Dunmow Training Ltd t/a Council Wise (allotment 
training £192.00 + Annual subscription £180.00 

    £372.00 

B/Trans Braintree District Council (May to Aug dog bin 
emptying) 

      £46.98 

 TOTAL £6,564.56 

 
Proposed – Cllr George Seconded – Cllr Hopping  Vote – Unanimous 
 
b) CIRCULATION OF THE INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT. 
Circulated agenda item next month to discuss in detail and action.  
 
c) YEAR END – REVIEW ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT. 
The Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance & Accountability Return. 
Date announcement 27th May 2026, commencing on 3rd June 2026 and ending on 14th July  
2026. 
Agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed – Cllr Hopping Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 
d) REVIEW - ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS. 
Agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
Proposed – Cllr Hopping Seconded – Cllr George  Vote – Unanimous 
 
e) AUTHORISATION AND SIGNING OF THE YEAR END ACCOUNTS 31ST MARCH  
2026. 
All parts of the AGAR form signed by the Chairman. 
 
2066/26  REVIEW AND ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE POSTS AND THE SUB  

COMMITTEE’S.  
 
Greens Spaces Committee Susan, Alex, Ann Jacky, Sam, Shane + 2 members 

of public K.S-L and E.S.  
Footpath                 “    Jacky. 
Communications     “    Max, Susan, Nick, Shane. 
Planning Representative’s     5  - Jacky, Susan, Max, Nick.  
Tree Warden      1 – Ann. 
Emergency Planning    3  - Ann, Susan.  
Black Notley Community Association  3  - Max, Shane.  
Village Hall Management   1  - Susan  
Personnel Committee    4  - Ann, Susan, Alex. 
Church’s Representative    3  - Susan, Jacky, Max.  
The above positions were agreed. 

Proposed – Cllr Wood  Seconded – Cllr Ford  Vote – Unanimous 
  
 



 

 

2067/26  PLANNING. 
BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON TWO SUPPLEMENTARY 
PLANNING DOUCMENTS WASTE COLLECTION AND STORAGE SPD AND AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING SPD – DEADLINE DATE THE 5TH JUNE. This is still currently being discussed.  
26/00963/HH Proposed single-storey rear extension, side dormer, installation of rooflights, and  
Insertion of second-floor windows to facilitate a loft conversion. 49 Crab Apple Drive, Black  
Notley, Braintree, Essex, CM77 8FW. Parish Council Object to this application.   
This Plan is too large and will dominate the open aspect of the street scene.  The Dormer 
reaches the Roof Ridge of the main building presenting a high harsh wall.  The 3rd Floor 
windows set in the existing building could cause overlooking. There is planned development to 
the rear behind a hedgerow of low deciduous trees and shrubs. This proposal has the potential 
for 6 bedrooms in an area where parking is at a premium. The neighbour at 47 has also 
expressed a wish to build a similar plan. 
 
CHAIRMAN…………………………………………..   DATE ……………………. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


